
(NAPS)—If your electricity goes out 
due to snow and ice, a generator can keep 
power flowing to your home or business.

Just keep safety in mind when using 
generators, advises the Outdoor Power 
Equipment Institute (OPEI), an interna-
tional trade association representing small 
engine, utility vehicle and outdoor power 
equipment manufacturers and suppliers.

“Not having power when you need 
it is frustrating, so a generator can pro-
vide emergency backup power at a rea-
sonable cost,” says Kris Kiser, President 
and CEO of OPEI. “It’s important to fol-
low all manufacturer’s instructions, and 
never place a generator in your garage or 
inside your home or building. It should 
be a safe distance from the structure and 
not near an air intake.”

More tips include:
#1. Take stock of your generator. 

Make sure equipment is in good work-
ing order before starting and using it. 
Do this before a storm hits.

#2. Review the directions. Follow 
all manufacturer’s instructions. Review 
the owner’s manuals (look manuals 
up online if you cannot find them) so 
equipment is operated safely.

#3. Install a battery-operated car-
bon monoxide detector in your home. 
This alarm will sound if dangerous levels 
of carbon monoxide enter the building. 

#4. Have the right fuel on hand. Use 
the type of fuel recommended by the 
generator manufacturer to protect this 
important investment. It is illegal to use 
any fuel with more than 10% ethanol in 
outdoor power equipment. (For more 
information on proper fueling for out-
door power equipment visit www.Look-
BeforeYouPump.com.) It’s best to use 
fresh fuel, but if you are using fuel that 
has been sitting in a gas can for more 
than 30 days, add fuel stabilizer to it. 
Store gas only in an approved container 
and away from heat sources.

#5. Ensure portable generators 
have plenty of ventilation. Generators 
should NEVER be used in an enclosed 
area or placed inside a home, a build-
ing or a garage, even if the windows or 
doors are open. Place the generator out-
side and away from windows, doors and 
vents that could allow carbon monoxide 
to drift indoors.

#6. Keep the generator dry. Do not 
use a generator in wet conditions. Cover 
and vent a generator. Model-specific 
tents or generator covers can be found 
online for purchase and at home centers 
and hardware stores.

#7. Add fuel to the generator only 
when it’s cool. Before refueling, turn 
the generator off and let it cool down.

#8. Plug in safely. If you don’t yet 
have a transfer switch, you can use the 
outlets on the generator. It’s best to plug 
in appliances directly to the generator. 
If you must use an extension cord, it 
should be heavy-duty and designed for 
outdoor use. It should be rated (in watts 
or amps) at least equal to the sum of the 
connected appliance loads. Make sure 
the cord is free of cuts and the plug has 
all three prongs.

#9. Install a transfer switch. A 
transfer switch connects the generator 
to the circuit panel and lets you power 
hardwired appliances. Most transfer 
switches also help avoid overload by dis-
playing wattage usage levels.

#10. Do not use the generator to 
“backfeed” power into your home 
electrical system. Trying to power your 
home’s electrical wiring by “backfeed-
ing”—where you plug the generator 
into a wall outlet—is dangerous. You 
could hurt utility workers and neigh-
bors served by the same transformer. 
Backfeeding bypasses built-in circuit 
protection devices, so you could dam-
age your electronics or start an electri-
cal fire.

10 Tips For Safer Winter Generator Use

Did You Know?
A generator can keep power flow-

ing to your home or business. Just 
keep safety in mind, advises the Out-
door Power Equipment Institute 
(OPEI), an international trade associ-
ation representing small engine, util-
ity vehicle and outdoor power equip-
ment companies. Learn about fueling 
at www.LookBeforeYouPump.com.

Twitter feed copyTwitter feed copy

If your #electricity goes out due to 
#snow or #ice, a #generator can keep 
#power flowing to your #home or 
#business. Just keep #safety in mind. 
#storm #smallengine #utilityvehicle 
# o u t d o o r p o w e r e q u i p m e n t 
#OPEI #fuel #ownersmanual 
#carbonmonoxide #ethanol

Tag wordsTag words

electricity, snow, ice, generator, 
power, home, business, safety, storm, 
small engine, utility vehicle, outdoor 
power equipment, OPEI, fuel, own-
er’s manual, carbon monoxide detec-
tor, ethanol, gas, fuel stabilizer, trans-
fer switch

Tweet ThisTweet This

“Not having power when you need 
it is frustrating, so a generator can 
provide emergency backup power at a 
reasonable cost,” says Kris Kiser, Pres-
ident and CEO of the Outdoor Power 
Equipment Institute (OPEI).
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If your electricity goes out due to 
snow and ice, a generator can keep 
power flowing to your home or busi-
ness. /// 10 Tips For Safer Winter Gen-
erator UseA generator can make a big dif-

ference for your home or business 
when a storm strikes and the elec-
tricity goes out, but you have to use 
it safely.


