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(NAPSA)—About half a million
buildings catch fire in the U.S.
every year, reports the National
Fire Protection Association. The
change of each season is a timely
opportunity to fine-tune your
home’s fire safety. Keep the home
fires from burning your house by
heeding these seasonal hints.

Spring
•Clear away dead plants and

debris from around the outside of
your house.

•If doing your spring-cleaning
involves a lot of laundering of
clothes and curtains, be sure to
clean the lint filter in your dryer
before or after each load of laun-
dry. Remove lint that has collected
around the drum.

•Make sure your dryer ’s
exhaust vent pipe is not restricted
and the outdoor vent flap will open
when the dryer is operating. Gas
dryers should be inspected by a
professional to make sure that the
gas line and connection are intact.

•Turn the dryer off if you leave
home or when you go to bed.

Summer
•If you set off fireworks, make

sure they’re legal. Always read the
directions and warning labels.
Don’t light fireworks indoors or
near dry grass. Keep a fire extin-
guisher handy.

•When cooking outdoors, never
add fluid directly onto a lit grill.
Never throw water onto the grill.
If you’re using a charcoal grill, let
the coals cool completely before
disposing of them. Cover them
with water and mix to ensure
they’re all extinguished.

Fall
•Use battery-operated candles

in Halloween jack-o’-lanterns.
Make sure children’s costumes are
made with fire-retardant materials.

•Use caution when burning
leaves. Stay clear of the home and
any other buildings.

Winter
•Make sure your indoor and

outdoor holiday lights are in good
repair and used appropriately.

•Have your chimney inspected
annually and cleaned when necessary.

•Keep a glass or metal screen
in front of the fireplace opening to
prevent embers or sparks from
jumping out, unwanted material
from going in, and to help prevent

the possibility of burns to occu-
pants. Be sure the fire is out
before going to bed.

•Have your furnace inspected
yearly.

•If you use an electric heater,
be sure not to overload the circuit.

•Candles are festive for the
holidays and romantic on Valen-
tine’s Day—but don’t leave them
burning when you leave the room.

At any time of year, see to it
that every level of your home has
a working smoke and carbon
monoxide (CO) alarm. Check and
clean these monthly and change
the batteries twice a year.

New Fire-Safety Device
To protect your home and fam-

ily further, consider a new device
that listens to your smoke and CO
alarms and notifies your smart-
phone if they sound. The Leeo
Smart Alert is easy to set up using
the free app for iOS and Android.
No tools or special installation is
required—simply plug it in and
set up with your existing Wi-Fi
network.

You can add contact informa-
tion for friends, family members
or neighbors. If there’s an alarm
in your home and you don’t imme-
diately reply to the Smart Alert’s
calls and push notifications, it will
contact your preset emergency list
until someone responds.

The Smart Alert also functions
as a night-light with customizable
colors, and monitors your home’s
temperature and humidity. New
technology such as the Smart Alert
can greatly improve your home’s
fire safety throughout the year.

Learn More
For further fire-safety tips, see

www.nfpa.org. For further facts,
visit www.leeo.com or call (888)
487-LEEO.

Keep Your Home Safe From Fires Year-Round

Keep your smoke and carbon
monoxide detectors in good
working order all year round.
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(NAPSA)—The Internal Rev-
enue Service has a warning for
many Americans (and it’s not
about paying your taxes).

Instead, the agency has tips on
how to protect yourself from tele-
phone scam artists calling and
pretending to be with the IRS.

These callers may demand
money or say you have a refund
due and try to trick you into shar-
ing private information. The con
artists can sound convincing when
they call. They may know a lot
about you, and they usually alter
the caller ID to make it look like
the IRS is calling. They use fake
names and bogus IRS identifica-
tion badge numbers. If you don’t
answer, they often leave an
“urgent” callback request.

“We urge people not to be
deceived by these threatening
phone calls,” said IRS Commis-
sioner John Koskinen. “We have
formal processes in place for peo-
ple with tax issues. The IRS re-
spects taxpayer rights, and these
angry shakedown calls are not
how we do business.”

What To Watch For
The IRS reminds people that

they can know pretty easily when
a supposed IRS caller is a fake.
Here are five things the scammers
often do but the IRS will not:

•Call to demand immediate pay-
ment or call about taxes owed with-
out first having mailed you a bill.

•Demand that you pay taxes
without giving you the opportu-
nity to question or appeal the
amount they say you owe.

•Require you to use a specific
payment method for your taxes,
such as a prepaid debit card.

•Ask for credit or debit card
numbers over the phone.

•Threaten to bring in the police
or other law-enforcement groups to
have you arrested for not paying.

What To Do
If you get a phone call from

someone claiming to be from the
IRS and asking for money, here
are four things you can do:

1. If you know you owe taxes or
think you might, call the IRS at
(800) 829-1040.

2. If you know you don’t owe
taxes or have no reason to believe
that you do, report the incident to
the Treasury Inspector General for
Tax Administration (TIGTA) at
(800) 366-4484 or at www.tigta.gov.
You can also file a complaint with
the Federal Trade Commission’s
“FTC Complaint Assistant” at
FTC.gov. Add “IRS Telephone
Scam” to the comments of your
complaint.

3. Get help from a licensed tax
professional. Enrolled agents (EAs)
are America’s tax experts. They are
the only federally licensed tax prac-
titioners who specialize in taxation
and also have unlimited rights to
represent taxpayers before the IRS.
If you are audited by the IRS, an EA
can advocate on your behalf.

4. Learn more, including how to
find an EA nearby, from the
National Association of Enrolled
Agents. Call (855) 880-6232 or
visit www.eatax.org.

Fighting Tax Scam Phone Fraud Four Ways

The IRS does not use unsolicited
e-mail, text messages or any
social media to discuss your per-
sonal tax issues. Don’t be fooled
by scam artists.

CME Group Crowns
College Trading Champs
(NAPSA)—After four weeks of

hands-on competition among
undergraduate and graduate stu-
dents across the globe, CME Group
announced the winners of its 13th
annual Trading Challenge. The top
four teams represent Nanyang
Polytechnic in Yio Chu Kang, Sin-
gapore; Carnegie Mellon Univer-
sity in Pittsburgh, Pa.; Concordia
University in Montreal, Canada;
and the University of Colorado
Boulder in Boulder, Colo.

This is the first time a Singa-
porean team has won the Trading
Challenge and the third year in a
row that the winning team has
been from a university outside the
United States. This year, nearly
500 teams made up of more than
1,800 students from 30 countries
around the world competed.

During the competition, stu-
dent teams trade a variety of
CME Group futures contracts
from multiple asset classes—
including agriculture, energy,
interest rates and metals—in a
simulated trading environment on
a real-time professional trading
platform provided by CQG.

“CME Group is committed to
education and innovation for the
next generation of traders and
market participants,” said Anita
Liskey, CME Group’s Managing
Director of Corporate Marketing
and Communications. “Under-
standing the significance of our
markets in today’s interconnected
global economy is more critical
than ever and we’re pleased that
so many students from around the
world continue to participate.”

In addition to a cash prize, win-
ners are invited to attend a one-
day market education conference
at CME Group in April.

To learn more about the Trad-
ing Challenge, visit www.cme
group.com/tradingchallenge. Reg-
istration for next year’s competi-
tion will open in the fall.

CME Group also provides edu-
cation tools via Futures Funda-
mentals, an innovative website
that offers a trading simulator
year-round and explains the role of
futures markets in everyday life.

Students from 30 countries
competed in the 2016 CME
Group Trading Challenge.

***
They do not love that do not show their love.

—William Shakespeare
***

***
Old age is like climbing a mountain. You climb from ledge to ledge.
The higher you get, the more tired and breathless you become,
but your views become more extensive.

—Ingmar Bergman
***

***
It is not the business of government to make men virtuous or reli-
gious or to preserve the fool from the consequences of his own folly.

—Henry George
***

***
The man who puts into the marriage only half of what he owns
will get that out.

—Ronald Reagan
***

***
When marrying, ask yourself this question: Do you believe that
you will be able to converse well with this person into your old
age? Everything else in marriage is transitory.

—Friedrich Nietzsche
***

***
If a nation values anything more
than freedom, it will lose its free-
dom; and the irony of it is that if
it is comfort or money that it val-
ues more, it will lose that, too.

—W. Somerset Maugham
***

***
What do we live for, if it is not
to make life less difficult for
each other?

—George Eliot
***

***
In every marriage more than a
week old, there are grounds for
divorce. The trick is to find, and
continue to find, the grounds
for marriage.

—Robert Anderson
***

A horse can see better at night than a human. However, it takes a
horse’s eyes longer to adjust from light to dark and from dark to light
than a human’s.

A race between a man and a horse is held every year in Llanwrtyd Wells,
Wales.The event began in 1980 when a local pub landlord overheard a
conversation about how a man could beat a horse over a long distance.

George Smith claimed to be the inventor of the lollipop in 1908. Smith
named the treat after his favorite racehorse, Lolly Pop.




