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HEALTH AWARENESS

I was meeting my daughter to go to lunch. She opened the door and 
I smiled and said, “Hey honey, how are you?” And she said “What’s 
wrong with you?” She said “One side of your face smiled at me, and the 
other side did not, and I’m taking you to the hospital.” 

When Sylvia had her stroke, our team came together to try to figure 
out what happened.

She got a diagnostic evaluation with C-T scan and M-R-I scan. An 
obvious cause was not found.

She was seen by one of our cardiologists who did a transesophageal 
echocardiogram, and that was normal.

Nearly one-third of all strokes are cryptogenic in nature.
Cryptogenic, by definition, means we don’t know why the patient had 

the stroke.
If you don’t know why, you can’t treat it.
The concern is that that patient might have had atrial fibrillation. I 

saw Sylvia, and we talked about options to monitor her heart. We have 
twenty-four-hour Holter monitors that patients can have placed in 
the outpatient setting, we have thirty-day event monitors that patients 
can wear, and more recently, we have implantable loop recorders, and 
she decided that this was an option that she wanted to pursue.

As a care provider, it’s important to be knowledgeable about a 
Cryptogenic Stroke Pathway because this provides tools which are 
useful in trying to work together in a multidisciplinary effort towards 
offering a better diagnostic workup for cryptogenic stroke patients.

I plan to live a long life. I’m seventy-five, but I may be here ‘til I’m 
ninety-five. I plan it. 


