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HEALTH AWARENESS

Imagine wearing gloves indoors in the middle of summer 
just so the air conditioner doesn’t trigger an episode and turn 
my fingers blue. Or wearing a jacket when everyone else is in 
shorts. My fingers turn white and then blue within minutes of 
being exposed to the cold. It’s really painful. It started in my 
teens and all this time I just thought it was poor circulation 
but, finally, I decided to see a doctor about it. 

Debbie suffers from a condition called Raynaud’s 
phenomenon, a disorder of the small blood vessels of the 
extremities which reduces blood flow. Holding a cold drink 
or grabbing food from the freezer can be all it takes to 
trigger a response. 

I try to avoid getting cold but sometimes I just can’t. I’ve 
tested more types of gloves and mittens and warm clothing 
than I ever thought imaginable. 

The Raynaud’s Association suggests working with your 
doctor on treatments to control the severity and frequency 
of episodes. In some cases, it could be a signal of a serious 
underlying medical issue. Learn more at Raynauds--dot--org. 
A public service from the Raynaud’s Association.


