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PEOPLE ARE ISOLATED AND THEY'RE AFRAID. THIS PANDEMIC IS NOT GOING
ANYWHERE. THE ECONOMIC FALLOUT, WE HAVEN'T EVEN BEGUN TO FEEL AND
IT'S GOING TO AFFECT OUR ABILITY TO PROVIDE THOSE VITAL SERVICES TO WHICH
MANY OF THESE SENIOR CITIZENS NEED AND HAVE BECOME ACCUSTOMED
TO. AWW, THIS, THIS IS A LIFELINE, IT'S CRITICAL TO HAVE SOMETHING LIKE
THAT. AS YOU CAN SEE, | LIVE OUT IN THE SUBURBS HERE AND, AND TO HAVE
INTERACTION WITH SOMEBODY LIKE THIS THAT'S CONSISTENT ALL THE TIME, YOU
KNOW, GIVES ME A, A SENSE OF SECURITY, AND WHICH IS VERY IMPORTANT FOR
ME AT MY AGE AND WHERE I'M, AND WHERE |'M LIVING. A LADY CALLED ME
THE OTHER DAY, WE'RE JUST CALLING JUST TO FIND OUT IF YOU'RE O-K. YOU'RE
DOING GOOD? WELL, THAT'S GOOD, I'M GLAD. THAT MEANS A LOT. IT MEANS
I'M IMPORTANT. IT MEANS THAT ALL OF US WHO ARE PARTICIPANTS—I| DON'T
WANT TO START CRYING—BUT IT MEANS THAT WE'RE IMPORTANT. IT'S THE WAY
THINGS ARE, THEY CALL ME EVERY DAY, YOU KNOW, TO SEE IF | NEED ANYTHING,
IF I'M SICK OR IF "M FEELING BAD. MY OWN FAMILY DON'T DO THAT. THAT
MAKES ME FEEL GOOD. SOMEBODY CARES. THEY ARE MY HEROES. THEY HAVE
DONE SO MUCH FOR US AND MAY GOD KEEP THEM SAFE. IF WE AREN'T FEEDING
THEM AND THEY DON'T HAVE THE OTHER SUPPORTS IN THEIR LIFE, WHERE ARE
THEY GOING TO GET THEIR FOOD, WHO IS GOING TO MOVE THEM SO THAT
THEY'RE NOT GETTING SORES, BEING ABLE TO PROVIDE SOMEONE WITH THE
EQUIPMENT THEY NEED TO LIVE INDEPENDENTLY IN THEIR OWN HOME MIGHT
NOT BE AVAILABLE ANYMORE. OLDER ADULTS ARE THE LAST TO BE PUT ON THE
TABLE FOR DISCUSSION. THEY FEEL LIKE WE'VE BEEN HERE, NOW IT'S TIME FOR
US TO MOVE ON. BUT WE STILL HAVE A LOT TO OFFER. WE HAVE SO MUCH
KNOWLEDGE AND EDUCATION THAT WE CAN SHARE WITH PEOPLE, WITH YOUNG
PEOPLE, EVEN WITH MY GRANDKIDS. THAT'S WHAT IT'S ALL ABOUT: OUTREACH,
REACHING OUT TO THE ONES WHO ARE MORE VULNERABLE THAN THE OTHERS.
To BE APPRECIATED. WE NEED TO TAKE CARE OF WHO TOOK CARE OF US. WE
NEED TO START TAKING CARE OF THEM.



