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by William D. Green,
Chairman, Accenture

(NAPSA)—By some accounts,
U.S. student-loan debt has
reached $1 trillion. That’s more
than the entire national debt was
in the 1970s.

Even though stu-
dents who receive
financial aid are
graduating from col-
lege with an average
debt of $25,250,
according to the
Institute for College
Access and Success,
finding a job to pay
down their loans has

become an extremely difficult
task. True, seeking a job in the
current economy can be very dis-
heartening, but my advice to new
graduates is to hang in there and
do everything you can to add to
your technical, computer, lan-
guage and communication skills
while you’re on the hunt. It’s also
important to let prospective
employers know you’re taking the
initiative to enhance your educa-
tion and skills.

My advice to this year’s high
school juniors—and seniors who
are trying to decide on their future
educational path—is to seriously
consider an alternative to a four-
year program, especially if you’re
undecided about your career goals.

Enrolling in one of the coun-
try’s 1,100-plus community col-
leges is a compelling education
option that students and their
families sometimes overlook.
Community colleges provide mil-
lions of students with excellent
grounding in post–high school
education and an opportunity to
go on to a four-year college and
postgraduate studies. They also
help millions more earn certifica-
tion in fields ranging from infor-
mation technology to emergency

medical services, nursing and
other areas of health care that can
lead directly to a meaningful job.

I began my post–high school
education at Dean College in
Franklin, Mass.—now a four-year
college but a two-year school at
the time. It was one of the best
decisions I’ve ever made. At Dean,
my professors did a great job
teaching the course work, but
even more important, they ener-
gized and inspired me, gave me a
real appreciation for the value of
learning and guided me at a time
when I had no idea what to do
with the rest of my life.

Nowadays, enrolling in a com-
munity college makes even more
practical sense. First, consider
that the average annual tuition
and fees at a public community
college today are $2,963, com-
pared to an average of $8,244 at a
public four-year college for an in-
state student, according to the
American Association of Commu-
nity Colleges. The tuition at a
four-year public institution for
out-of-state students can be four
or five times higher than that—
and exponentially higher at a pri-
vate college or university.

Don’t get me wrong: I’m not
advocating attending a commu-
nity college just to save money. I
think it’s a good idea to explore
the alternatives, no matter what
your family income situation hap-
pens to be.

More affluent families, appar-
ently, are drawing the same con-
clusion. Recently, the journal
Inside Higher Education reported
on a study from Sallie Mae that
showed that 22 percent of college
students with annual family
incomes greater than $100,000
attended community colleges in
2011, up from 16 percent over the
previous four years. That’s a very
good indicator that people are

becoming more thoughtful about
their education options.

As a businessman, I can tell
you I’ve been looking at return on
investment (ROI) all my profes-
sional life. In these times of bur-
geoning tuition costs, mounting
student debt and very slow job
growth, parents and their children
need to carefully evaluate the
potential return on their educa-
tion (ROE) before choosing a path.
Education is a major invest-
ment—of time and money—and
making the right education
choices can make a huge differ-
ence in a young person’s life.

Taking the time now to care-
fully consider these basic ques-
tions and begin to explore all your
education options can be of
tremendous help in making a
decision that will have a lifelong
impact. Starting your post–high
school education at a community
college or working toward profes-
sional certification through a com-
munity college course of study
may provide you with the best
possible ROE.

Related websites that can help
you look for and evaluate commu-
nity colleges:

•The American Association
of Community Colleges: a list of
community colleges, providing
information on school size, courses,
tuition, etc. www.aacc.nche.edu/
Pages/CCFinder.aspx.

•College Navigator: run by
Institute of Education Sciences, a
tool to help students find the right
college for them, based on loca-
tion, campus setting, test scores,
extended learning opportunities,
religious affiliation, etc. http://
nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator.

•The College Board: six rea-
sons for students to attend a com-
munity college. www.collegeboard.
com/prod_downloads/highered/res/
cc_tips/SixReasons05.pdf.
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(NAPSA)—Travelers planning
a family vacation that won’t break
the bank may want to take a
closer look at North Carolina’s
Crystal Coast in the winter.

This Atlantic beach destination
has for generations represented
one of the only remaining natural
barrier island systems in the
world. The islands are strung
together with 85 miles of silken
coastline along the Southern
Outer Banks, 56 miles of which
are in the protected Cape Lookout
National Seashore.

Family-Friendly Activities
Each year, many families head

for a budget-friendly experience
along the Southern Outer Banks,
an area comprised of Emerald
Isle, Atlantic Beach, Morehead
City, Beaufort and Cape Lookout.
Here, visitors can find “Sweater
Weather Savings,” presenting
affordable attractions and accom-
modations offerings at more than
40 percent off peak-season rates.

From roaming the streets of
the 300-year-old town Beaufort—
recently named “America’s Coolest
Small Town” by Budget Travel—to
watching wild Spanish mustangs
on Shackleford Banks, exploring
countless species at the Aquarium
and taking a glimpse back into
maritime history, the Crystal
Coast remains one of the South-
east’s best values.

Affordable Attractions
With plenty of wallet-friendly

adventures for the entire family,
the 85 miles of silken shoreline
offer a great backdrop for a won-
derful winter escape, with a vari-
ety of local attractions under $10.
For example, Fort Macon State
Park and the Beaufort Maritime
Museum are both free.

Attractions and transportation
in the $4 to $10 range include the
Cape Lookout Ferry, Shackleford

Banks Ferry, the Beaufort Double
Decker Tour Bus, North Carolina
Aquarium at Pine Knoll Shores,
Beaufort Historic Site Homes
Tours and Old Burying Ground.

Accommodating Lodging
From seaside cottages and mas-

sive beach mansions to oceanfront
hotel accommodations and quaint
bed and breakfast inns, there are a
range of lodging options to suit
every lifestyle and budget. A sam-
pling of best available starting
rates includes Islander Inn &
Suites at $66/night, Inlet Inn at
$75/night, Hampton Inn Morehead
City at $99/night, Bluewater Vaca-
tion Rentals at $380/week and
Emerald Isle Realty at $550/week.

Travelers on a budget who
want to live like millionaires have
the opportunity to rent one of the
many opulent homes dotting the
coastline due to seasonal savings
of more than 40 percent. Another
option, the quaint bed and break-
fast inns in Beaufort allow visitors
to immerse themselves in historic
surroundings with the most per-
sonalized comfort.

To learn more, call (800) 786-
6962 or visit www.crystalcoast
nc.org or www.facebook.com/crystal
coast.

Affordable Family Fun On North Carolina’s Coast

Many families seeking a budget-
friendly vacation often head for
the Southern Outer Banks of
North Carolina—also known as
the Crystal Coast—in the winter.

(NAPSA)—We’ve already seen
some of the effects of severe win-
ter weather this year and with
more expected to come, taking
action now may minimize the
harsh effects on your family, pos-
sessions and property.

“Recent studies indicate total
losses during the last 50 years
have totaled over $35.2 billion
due to winter storms,” says
Karen McCague, claims opera-
tions manager, Liberty Mutual
Insurance.

“Ensuring adequate prepara-
tion for blizzards, high winds, ice,
hail, sleet and heavy snow condi-
tions will minimize your chances
of experiencing significant losses
due to inclement winter weather
this year.”

McCague recommends follow-
ing what she calls “The Three
Ps of Preparation” to ensure
safety of people, property and
possessions.

People
When a storm strikes, you and

your family may need to remain
indoors for several days. Prepare
a safety kit and educate your fam-
ily to ensure everyone under-
stands what steps to follow during
severe weather.

Also, ensure driveways and
walkways are clear of ice to pre-
vent slippery conditions, which
could result in injury.

Property
There are several steps you can

take to prepare your property as
well. Insulating pipes prevents
freezing and bursting. Cleaning
gutters regularly prevents forma-
tion of ice dams, which can result
in water damage. It is also impor-
tant to check the structural in-
tegrity of your home’s roof and
ensure that carbon monoxide and
smoke detectors function properly.

Possessions
Finally, remember to prepare

your vehicle by keeping your gas
tank and antifreeze reservoir full.
It is also important to ensure
there are plenty of blankets, extra
clothes, and fuel to operate a gen-
erator or portable heating device.

For more information about
preparing for rough weather, visit
www.libertymutual.com/winter.

Preparation For Icy Weather: More Critical Than Ever

A little advance planning can
help you and your family have a
good chance of getting through
bad weather.

(NAPSA)—“Mitsubishi Electric
heating and cooling systems are
energy efficient and quiet, and they
provide design flexibility,” says lead-
ing interior designer, author and
star of HGTV’s “Home by Novogratz,”
Cortney Novogratz. Learn more at
www.mitsubishicomfort.com or fol-
low Mitsubishi Electric US Cooling
& Heating Division on Facebook,
Twitter and YouTube.

* * *
During the cold weather

months, water usage tends to
increase. A whole-house water fil-
tration system from Culligan can
help improve the quality of your
water for drinking, cooking and
cleaning. Learn more online at
www.culligan.com.

* * *
HomeAdvisor’s Home911 App

gives homeowners instant access
to service professionals, as well as
to live 24/7 support with the
Home911 Homeowner Emergency
Line. The App is available in iOS
and can be downloaded in the
iTunes Store. For more informa-
tion, see www.HomeAdvisor.com.

The modern violin has been around for roughly 500 years. It was
designed in the 1500s, some say by Andrea Amati, an Italian lute
maker.

It’s said that in the 1600s, English women would sometimes wear car-
rot leaves in their hats in place of flowers or feathers.




