California News And Notes

Insurance Tips for California High Risk Area

(NAPS)—Its a huge irony—those
who live in the most wildfire prone areas
are shunned by private insurance compa-
nies and relegated to rely on the state-sub-
sidized California Fair Plan. This basic
Fair Plan, in most cases, will not rebuild
a home back to its former glory, yet more
than 200,000 homeowners depend on
it. Fair Plan covers only up to $2.7M and
that's based on when a place was built; that
cost could be double today. This is exac-
erbated by the fact that if you buy a wrap-
around policy, it usually doesn’t cover fire.

Of the 13M homes in the state of
California, more than 350,000 people
live within zones deemed to be at very
high risk of fire. In total, almost 3 mil-
lion people live in what are deemed
“very high fire hazard severity zones”
High risk insurance specialist for home-
owners in California Robert Feldman
of Coast to Canyon Insurance Services,
explains: “Most insurance carriers use
a rating system of 1 to 100 for fire rat-
ing and for most scores over 40, private
insurance carriers will not write a pol-
icy. Every California homeowner should
know their fire score”

According to the World Economic
Forum where world leaders gather each
year to discuss and attempt to solve the
biggest global issues of our time, there is
new research that shows that wildfires are
increasing due to climate change (and the
more fires, climate change is accelerated).

Fire in the state of California (espe-
cially) is not a matter of “if;” but “when,’
as such, every homeowner in these areas
should do three things:

1. Fire harden their home,

2. follow fire clearance recommenda-
tions from their local fire department and

3.spray theirhome ina fire retardant.

Though every underwriting proce-
dure is incredibly individual, Feldman
believes that when a homeowner can
show they are being very proactive to
protect their property in these ways, the
underwriters notice.

You can build up your home’s resis-
tance to fire.

Craig Weeks, a 30-year veteran of the
Los Angeles County Fire Fleet Services
Department provides some context:
“Homeowners need to be proactive, as
opposed to reactive. In the 2018 Wool-
sey Fire there were somewhere close to
four hundred homes that burned with
probably 8 to 10 fire departments in
surrounding areas. In 2021 alone, there
were more than 7000 fires in California”

The founder of a company called
Sun FireDefense, Jim Moseley, has cre-
ated a newly patented breakthrough in
fire retardant that when absorbed and
dried on building materials, starves oxy-
gen that fire needs to burn. “Did you
know the cement and stucco can explode
with enough heat?” he asks. “That’s
because there are tiny air bubbles that
with enough heat will explode (called
spalling). We created a spray that can be
mixed into paint or stain and when dried,
will self-extinguish” The spray, called
SPF3000, has been tested vigorously with
the Department of Energy utility com-
panies on utility poles that were hit with
50,000 volts (equal to a lightning strike),
which then self-extinguished. This is sig-
nificant because most wildfires burn at
only approximately 1400 degrees.

To learn about your fire rating, click
here to enter your address and email
and expect a call from a team that can
guide you through the 3-step process
that will help you get the insurance you
need or call 833-964-3888.



